
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Parish Catechetical Leader/CLADD Monthly Ministry Check-in – January 21 at 9:30 am 

Topic – 2021 as an Opportunity for the Great Reset: 

 

Happy New Year.  As we continue to live and minister in these 

challenging times, may God who pitched his tent in our midst (John 

1:14) bring us wisdom, courage, and strength to witness to your 

presence in your home, neighborhood, parish, and community.  You 

are in our daily prayers.  Thank you for your leadership. 

 

Save the date for our next monthly gathering scheduled for January 21 

from 9:30 to 11:30 am.  The ZOOM link is below.  Our morning 

includes prayer, conversation, and opportunities to share input.    

 

We have three big topics to discuss: 

1. Strategic Visioning update and what does that mean for you and 

lifelong formation in faith ministry? (hint – look to the new Directory 

for Catechesis.) 

2. New tools available for you to help equip volunteers and the faithful for mission (hint 

– Franciscan University’s Catechetical Institute and the University of Dayton’s Virtual 

Learning Community for Faith Formation (VLCFF) 

3. Announcing a review process for formation methodologies and curriculum to be 

used in parish programs with children and teens (hint – this discussion is focused on 

lifelong formation in faith and would include pathways for post-baptismal processes, 

AFF, and RCIA).   

 

Tom Quinlan from the Saint Joseph will join us in co-facilitating our morning discussion.  I hope 

to see you at our session on January 21 beginning at 9:30 am.   

 

Topic: Parish Catechetical Leader/CLADD Monthly Ministry Check-in 

Time: Jan 21, 2021 09:30 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82952275671?pwd=SFdoUTBualBUcStHL2VZSXpCc2o3UT09  

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 

Living our Catholic Faith in the World  
January 6, 2021 Edition 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82952275671?pwd=SFdoUTBualBUcStHL2VZSXpCc2o3UT09


 

Meeting ID: 829 5227 5671 

Passcode: BjU1WB 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 

Meeting ID: 829 5227 5671 

Passcode: 836610 

 

Religious Education/Youth Ministry Annual Audit: 

 

Please look for an e-mail from Sherri Simmer near the end of this 

week or early next week regarding information needed to 

complete our annual diocesan Religious Education/Youth 

Ministry audit.  We need this information for a variety of reasons 

ranging from safe environment, to reports for the Vatican and the 

USCCB, and for help in forming our next budget.  When you 

receive it, please take some time with your parish leadership 

colleagues and complete it with the best data possible. 

 

The questions for this year will focus on: 

 How many registered for religious education/youth 

ministry/sacramental preparation for 2020-2021? 

 How many regularly attended the programming provided 

whether it was in-person, on-line, in home, or a hybrid of all three? 

 How many catechists/youth ministry associates assisted you in this year’s programming? 

 What methodology process did you use: traditional methodology, Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd, Family Faith/Intergenerational Model, Retreat/Small Group format, etc? 

 What curriculum did you use for this year’s programming?  What went well with the 

curriculum and what didn’t work well?   

 For on-line processes, what platform(s) did you use?  What went well with the platform 

and what didn’t work well?   

 

Contact John Gaffney if you have any questions about the audit.  Thank you for your help in 

gathering this information.   

 

New Formation Tools from Franciscan University and the University of Dayton to be 

introduced soon for use in 2021 to help you equip volunteers and the faithful: 
 

A joint letter from 

Tom Quinlan, the 

Saint Joseph 

Educational Center 

director, and me will 

be forthcoming 

mailto:jgaffney@dmdiocese.org


sharing details on two exciting tools available to you and your parish leadership team to equip 

staff, volunteers, and the faithful for mission.  Funding for the Franciscan University 

Catechetical Institute has been negotiated for 2021 and is being paid for by the Diocese of Des 

Moines for all parishes and schools.  Tom Quinlan is negotiating fees for the University of 

Dayton Virtual Learning Community for Faith Formation (VLCFF) primarily for the Des Moines 

Region but will also be extended to the entire diocesan community of parishes and schools for 

2021.  Tom will address VLCFF first with the parish communities of the Des Moines Region and 

then help me with the combined letter for the entire Diocese.  Please look for this letter to arrive 

in the next week to ten days.   

 

I have two take away thoughts to prepare you for these exciting opportunities: 

 Take time to learn about what these platforms have to offer you and your community. 

 Consider what formation is helpful for you, volunteers, and the faithful in 2021 so that 

you can match the platform best suited to help one grow in faith and skills.   

 

To help you prepare in advance for what is in store you can review each platform by following 

these links: Franciscan University Catechetical Institute and University of Dayton Virtual 

Learning Community for Faith Formation.   

 

CLADD Retreat for 2021 is cancelled with plans for virtually utilizing Becky Eldfredge’s 

gifts: 

 

I announced on Monday that 

we have cancelled our 2021 

CLADD retreat with Becky 

Eldredge that was scheduled 

for February 4 & 5 in Des 

Moines at the Pastoral 

Center.  I have a meeting with 

Becky on Thursday to discuss 

possible ways she can be of service for us in 2021.  She is sure she can join us at some point in 

February 2022 when we gather for a few retreat days as a catechetical community.   

 

Becky, Sherri Simmer, and I will discuss the following ideas to see how we can adjust her 

contract for this year.  The ideas include: 

 A live in-person virtual Lenten Mission in 2021 lasting around two hours for the Catholic 

faithful of the Diocese 

 A 60-90 minute virtual morning reflection for PCLs on a Tuesday or Thursday morning 

in February or April/May 2021 

 A 60-90 minute virtual Lenten morning reflection for Pastoral Center and Catholic 

Charities staff in March 2021 

 A recorded 60-90 minute video and formation piece to help parishes as the engage the 

hard work of regathering  - ideally something that can be used in late July or early 

August.   

 

 

https://www.catechetics.com/
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/


January Important Dates: 

 January 10 – Baptism of the Lord 

 January 18 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

o Prayer to Overcome Indifference 

 January 18-24 – Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

o Prayer for the Poor 

 January 21-29 – 9 Days for Life 

o 9 Days for Live Novena (in English & Spanish) 

 January 22 – Day of prayer for the legal Protection of Unborn Children 

 January 31 – Catholic Schools Week begins 

https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/prayer-to-overcome-indifference-2/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/prayer-for-the-poor/
https://www.respectlife.org/9-days-for-life

